SOCIETY OF THE HOLY CHILD JESUS:

 ECO-SPIRITUALITY EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
This Eucharistic Prayer was written for the Ecospirituality Group of the Society of the Holy Child Jesus.  Following the structure of the Eucharistic Prayers of the Roman Catholic liturgical tradition, it is written from the perspective of the new cosmology; the 13.7 billion year unfolding of the cosmos.  It incorporates words and images that resonate with the Society of the Holy Child Jesus –words of Cornelia Connelly and images from her life experience, phrases from the original and current Constitutions of the Society.  These references are explained in the notes at the end of the text.
Presider:  The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

All: We have lifted them up to the Lord.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.

1. O God, you have chosen to need.

Hidden God of Holy Mystery you chose to manifest yourself.

In a vibrant outpouring of mercy and boundless love,

in a dance of holy abandon,

you flung yourself into the universe

and became the author of the cosmic story.

2. We rejoice in your presence

resplendent in the swirling galaxies,

in the wild energies of the atom.

We rejoice in your presence in that Divine Child,

enclosed for billions of years in the womb of the cosmos,

for nine months in the womb of Mary,

born for us in a stable,

wrapped in a woman’s blood and nestled between animals,

a refugee in Egypt,

laboring with his hands on wood and stone.

In this Child of Earth, this Child of the stars
 we find your presence outpoured

and from the living wells of his deep rootedness in Earth,

we drink deeply of the Spirit.

 3. We give you thanks and praise 
that you have called us all,

from whirling stars to ocean depths, 

to form one sacred community

with you, our abundantly creative God,

and with one another.
4. We know that we are all creatures of your heart

and that we go together, 

as one sacred community into the future

or we do not go at all.

With all creation, we raise our voices in praise of your creative love:

Holy, Holy Holy…

5. Blessed is our brother Jesus,

who learned a gesture of tenderness from a woman

who anointed his feet with precious perfume,

and whose gesture we rejoice to remember and proclaim.

6. Blessed is our brother Jesus, 

who rose from supper, laid aside his garments,

took a towel and poured water,

and washed his disciple’s feet

so that there would be no more servants but only friends;

so that all might know themselves as sons and daughters,

equals in the community of life.

All: Blessed is our brother Jesus,

who, before his suffering,

earnestly desired to eat with his friends 
the Passover of liberation;

who, on the night that he was betrayed,

took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said:

This is my body, which is for you.

Do this to remember me.

In the same way he took the cup, after supper, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, whenever you drink it, to remember me.

Presider: Holy Gifts for God’s Holy People!

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

All: Memorial Acclamation

7. Therefore, as we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we are proclaiming Christ’s death until he comes.

May this sacrament of your gift of self

open our minds and hearts to the wants of this age
,

to our broken earth

and to earth’s broken children.

8.Come then, life-giving Spirit of our God,

bless these holy gifts and your holy people assembled here.

Draw us into the mystery of the dying and rising of Jesus
and impel us to mutual love.

Open our hearts to the needs of the world.

9.  God, in your goodness you have given us one another.

We pray for (name) our pope, for our bishops, 

and for all men and women 

who press toward uncompromising acceptance of the gospel.

Look with kindness on your people,

unwrap the windings of our hearts

and make us true as you are true.

Make us love what you love, 
from night to night, from year to year.

10. Keep us in communion with all those who,
 healed by your mercy,

rejoice to sit at the banquet of life forever.

Keep us in communion with Mary
 who sang of liberation for the poor.
11. Keep us in communion with Cornelia:
As she knew the pangs of birth, 

may we too labor with creation 

to give birth to a new heaven and a new earth.

As she embraced the body of her dying son

may we embrace with tenderness our broken earth
and work for its healing and wholeness.

As she accepted the suffering necessary to forge relationships of integrity,

give us a courageous and persevering zeal 

to live in relationships of interdependence with one another, 
with the entire Earth community, 
and with future generations.

Keep us in communion with all those who have breathed forth their spirit in the great community of life.

(Here the assembly is invited to call out names of people, animals, plants, species who are models for them or whom they would like to recall in prayer).

12. Fill us with your Spirit that we may grow in faithfulness to our mission,
 to our part in the Great Work – 

to help others to believe that You live and act in them and in the universe 

and to rejoice in Your presence.

13. Lead us to find the Holy Child with Mary his Mother, 
with his mother Earth.

By our sharing in this holy meal 
unite our energies with those of the Spirit of Jesus
who continues to enter our history 

to establish a reign of peace without end;

for the whole community of earth – a time of abundant jubilee!

Through him, with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, forever and ever.

Amen.

�  Constitutions 1





� God, who is both hidden and manifest, is a frequent theme in SHCJ spirituality, cf. C.2


� C.4


� This image acknowledges the insight of the new cosmology that the universe is not a static collection of objects but a continually unfolding story of subjects.


� C.4


� This text amplifies images from Cornelia’s original Rule of the Society, cf. FT 2


� FT2


� This is the sobering insight and compelling phrase of Thomas Berry.


� The phrase “Holy Gifts for God’s Holy People,” is taken from the Book of Common Prayer of the Episcopal Church and recalls the years of Cornelia’s life when she was a member of the Episcopal church and worshiped in that communion.


� Cornelia wanted her Society “to meet the wants of the age,” FT6.  “We will respond to the crisis facing our planet, “a want of the age” that cannot be denied.” Direction 3 of the 2003 American Province Chapter


� C. 41


� C.13


� These are phrases of Cornelia’s, cf. GA 47 and CCA 46


� Cornelia gave birth five times and knew, as few founders of religious communities have, the pangs of birth and the soul-stretching experience of motherhood.


� In 1840, Cornelia suffered the indescribably painful experience of holding her two and a half-year-old son, John Henry, in her arms for forty-three hours as he died from falling into a vat of boiling sugar water.


Can we image her now cradling our imperiled planet which daily suffers the death of species loss and environmental devastation?


� Cornelia struggled her whole life to be faithful to relationships of mutuality and interdependence especially in times of conflict – in her relationships with her husband Pierce, with the Catholic hierarchy, with her own sisters.  She who saw the whole world as her country would now urge us to see ourselves in relationships of mutual interdependence with the whole earth community.


� C.4.


� Inspired by Matthew 2:11, “they found the child with his mother,” Cornelia made the Feast of the Epiphany the patronal feast of the Society.  We are increasingly conscious that the presence of God in Jesus is made manifest not only with his Mother Mary but in and through his mother Earth.


� C.7


� A reference to Cornelia’s words in her preface to Walking with God by the Jesuit Father Rigoleuc,”…that Kingdom of peace within, where the soul’s whisperings are answered by the King Himself, giving abundantly that jubilee of heart which ahs not been bargained for in this life of accepted suffering.”
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