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Lecture 1  Spring, 2017 
 

An overview of what a Cosmic program is, its components and 
application.  

 
 

 “… when I look up in the universe, I know I'm small 
but I'm also big. I'm big because I'm connected to the 
universe, and the universe is connected to me.”  
Neil deGrasse Tyson 

 
Think of this paradoxical dualism or dichotomy, “Im small but I’m also big.”  
  

 

I. Look at This Quote by Lena Wickramaratne 

Dr. Montessori saw that if we could understand … natural 
curiosity as something vital to life of this period [the 
elementary years] and present to the child’s mind a vision of 
the whole universe in a manner that would enable the child to 
take hold of it, then not only would interest be aroused but also 
admiration and wonder in the world and everything in it, plus 
the sense that child belongs to the world.  

 
Lena Wickramaratne.  
Implications of Montessori for the Six to Nine Year Old.  In 
Building the Foundations for Creative Learning: The 
Proceedings of the 1963 AMS National Seminar. 

 

A. Natural curiosity as vital to life 
B. Present to the child’s mind (the mind, mindfulness) 
C. A vision of the whole Universe (holism - connections) 
D. The child can take hold of it (Incarnation) 
E. Interest would be aroused (motivation) 
F. Admiration and wonder in the world and everything in it (gratitude) 
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G. The sense that the child belongs to the world. (Cosmic Task - purpose, 
membership in the universal community) 

II. Three Great Questions 

Inspired by An Actor Prepares by Konstantin Stanislavski (1936). 

A. Where do I come from?  (The past/ancestry – cosmic plan) 
B. Who am I? (The present/identity – cosmic education) 
C. Why am I here? (The future - cosmic task) 

III. Some Background 

A. What is meant by “Cosmic?” 
Etymology: Originally of this world. From Greek kosmikos.  

 
The word cosmos 

From about 1200, from Latinized form of the Greek kosmos 
"order, good order, orderly arrangement.” 
 
Pythagoras is said to have been the first to apply this word to 
"the universe," perhaps originally meaning "the starry 
firmament," but later it was extended to the whole physical 
world, including the earth. Kosmos also was used in Christian 
religious writing with a sense of "worldly life, this world. 

 
From Douglas Harper 
 Online Etymology Dictionary 
 

B. What is meant by “The Universe?” 
From about 1580s, "the whole world, cosmos, the totality of 
existing things," from Old French, originally from Latin 
universum "all things, everybody, all people, the whole world." 

From Douglas Harper 
 Online Etymology Dictionary 

 
It is everything: physical, chemical, structural, biological; 
macroscopic, microscopic; known, unknown, living, non-living, 
humans and others. This includes intangibles: feelings, 
emotions, fears, joys, wellness or illness, climate, weather, 
economics, nations, the stock market, foods, 
energy…everything! 
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A view of the microcosmic: 
 
To see a World in a Grain of Sand  
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower  
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand  
And Eternity in an hour 

William Blake 
Auguries of Innocence 

 

C. What do the words cosmic and the universe not mean? 

Avoid any narrow meaning. Not a method for teaching 
science, astronomy, or moral philosophy,  

IV. Three Components of the Cosmic Program 
A. Cosmic Plan 
B. Cosmic Task. 
C. Cosmic Education.  

“The knowledge which the child acquires becomes organized 
within a systematic pattern and is combined and woven, as it 
were, into a whole. Dr. Montessori refers to this as Cosmic 
Education. The sun, stars, earth, all forms of life, the natural 
elements, air, water, rocks, and all other organic and inorganic 
forms – all these become sources of interest and speak to the 
mind.” 

 
Lena Wickramaratne.  
Implications of Montessori for the Six to Nine Year Old.  In 
Building the Foundations for Creative Learning: The 
Proceedings of the 1963 AMS National Seminar. 

V. Underlying Principles of Cosmic Education: The Cosmic Plan 

These principles are intertwined and overlapping.  
What and why use the word “plan?” Alternatives: postulates, 
axioms, propositions. 
 
These are so significant that I put them in another font! 

A. All life has value 
B. All things are connected – Holistic vision. 
C. Humanity can be a collaborator with nature. 
D. Universal Altruism – unconscious work for all. 
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E. Cosmic selfishness 
F. Uniqueness of humanity. 
G. Sense of Awe, Wonder, Humility and Gratitude. 

VI. What is the Cosmic Task?  

Why am I here? 
A. Working for a purpose greater than oneself. 
B. Unconscious and Conscious tasks. 
C. The cosmic tasks of certain life forms. 
D. A sense of purpose. 

 

VII. Role of the Adult (Ten important Roles) 

A. Inspiration 
B. Establish relationships between things. 
C. Show thankfulness and gratitude. 
D.  Build a sense of wonder and respect. 
E. Show appreciation for the dignity and potential of every living thing. 
F. Offer the key experiences. 
G. Use Stories (Mindfulness) 
H. Trust the children to figure things out – to make intellectual leaps. 
I. Offer broad strokes. 
J. Do not focus on academic achievement, but on human development. 

VIII. A Cosmic Thought 

The human brain now holds the key to our future. We have to 
recall the image of the planet from outer space: a single entity 
in which air, water, and continents are interconnected. That is 
our home. 
David Suzuki 

 


